
	  

 Foundation Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Year level 
focus 

Personal and family 
histories. 

Present and 
past family 
life. 

The past in 
the present 

Community and 
remembrance 

First 
contacts 

The Australian 
colonies 

Australia as a 
nation. 

Key 
Questions. 

What is my history 
and how do I 
know? 

What stories do 
other people tell 
about the past? 

How can stories of 
the past be told 
and shares? 

How has 
family life 
changed or 
remained 
the same 
over time? 

How can 
we show 
that the 
present is 
different 
from or 
similar to 
the past? 

How do we 
describe the 
sequence of 
time? 

What 
aspects of 
the past can 
you see 
today? What 
do they tell 
us? 

What 
remains of 
the past are 
important to 
the local 
community? 
Why? 

How have 
changes in 
technology 
shaped our 
daily lives? 

Who lived here first 
and how do we 
know? 

How has our 
community 
changes? What 
features have been 
lost and what 
features have been 
retained? 

What is the nature 
of the contribution 
made by different 
groups and 
individuals in the 
community? 

How and why do 
people choose to 
remember 
significant events 
of the past? 

Why did the 
great 
journey of 
exploration 
occur? 

What was 
life like for 
Aboriginal 
and Torres 
Strait 
Islander 
Peoples 
before the 
arrival of 
Europeans? 

Why did the 
Europeans 
settle in 
Australia? 

What was 
the nature 
and 
consequence 
of contact 
between the 
aboriginal 
and/ or 
Torres Strait 
Islander 
Peoples and 
early 
traders, 
explorers 
and settlers? 

What do we 
know about 
the lives of 
people in 
Australia’s 
colonial past 
and how do 
we know? 

How did an 
Australian 
colony 
develop over 
time and why? 

How did 
colonial 
settlement 
change the 
environment? 

What were 
the significant 
events and 
who were the 
significant 
people that 
shaped 
Australia’s 
colonies? 

Why and how did 
Australia become 
a nation? 

How did 
Australian society 
change 
throughout the 
twentieth 
century? 

Who were the 
people that came 
to Australia? Why 
did they come? 

What 
contribution have 
significant 
individuals and 
groups made to 
the development 
of Australian 
society? 


